
Play dough  (see recipe in Literacy booklet) 

Using number cutters from Early Learning Centre or Hobby Craft for number recognition. 

Using biscuit cutters to make shapes of different sizes. 

Can you make 2 big squares and 2 little squares? How many squares do you have altogether? 

Can you make 5 worms to go with number five? Which is the longest/shortest? 

Can you make a long and a short snake? 

How many legs do you need to make for your spider? 

If you make a birthday cake, how many candles would you need when you are 4 (using candles for 

counting is good when making dough cakes and muffins). 

Can you make a big snail and a little snail? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnetic numbers on the fridge 

Putting numbers on the fridge to place in order. 

Matching other magnets with each number to show the value of each number, eg 2 flag magnets to 

go with number 2. 

 

  

Playing number I Spy around home and outdoors. 

How many numbers 2’s can we see on cars, in shops, on doors etc. 

 

Number Hunts 

Can you find 5 leaves/ sticks/ flowers in the garden? 

How many dogs can we see when we walk to the library? 

How many yellow cars are parked in our street? 

How many trees in our garden? 

How many slugs can we find eating our plants?!!! 

 

Early Learning Centre dart board with foam darts 

What number will you land on? 

Which is the biggest/smallest number? 

Land on a number, count out that amount of sweets/ raisins to eat. 
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Counting Songs and Props 

In Early years, we use numbers and props when singing counting songs to support our counting and 

number skills.  

There are lots of good counting and song books in all good book shops and on Amazon 

 

 

 

 

Using 5 plastic ducks in the bath with numbers when singing Five Little 

Ducks 

 

 
Buying counting gloves and making props to go with Five Speckled Frogs 

 

 

Collecting 10 green water bottles then sticking numbers on them to sing 

Ten Green Bottles. Knock each one down as they fall off the wall in the 

song 

 

 
For Five Currant Buns in a Bakers Shop, use real buns and pennies! 

 

Sorting socks 

Can you sort the socks into pairs?  

How many stripy/ spotty/ red socks do we have? 

 

Using dice 

Roll a dice, do that amount of jumps, claps etc.  
Roll two spotty dice, how man spots 

altogether?  
Playing traditional board games 

Ludo, snakes and Ladders, lotto and matching games. 

  

 

 

 

  

  Sand and water play 

    

Having foams numbers in the bath 

Using jugs and bottles to use language related to measures- how many spoonfuls needed to fill the 

small jug? 

Can you fill the bottle until it’s half full? 

 

 

Threading number cards to develop number recognition and fine motor 

skills. 

 

 

Pipe Cleaners 

Threading beads on to them to develop counting skills.  

Making numbers with them.  

Could you make your pipe cleaner in to a number 2? 

 

Shopping and maths at home 

Can you put 5 green apples in the bag? 

Can we find the biggest melon? 

Which potato is the biggest/weighs the most. 

Can you find the bottle with the most / least water in? 

Sharing and counting sweets/ raisins 

How many blue smarties have you got? 

What will happen if you eat 2? 



 

 


