
Accelerated Reader 

You may have noticed a difference to the books that children are 

bringing home as independent readers. Children from Y2 upwards 

have begun working with a reading structure called Accelerated 

Reader (AR). Each child takes a computerised test on their 

comprehension and reading skills.  This gives them a numerical 

range allowing them to select their home reader book.   The system 

also allows the  children to carry out a quick quiz 

after each book to assess their comprehension 

of the text. 

Children who are used to reading Oxford Reading 

Tree range may still be bringing some of these 

home as part of AR but may also be choosing 

from “real books” that are also part of the 
identified range. While this will provide more 

interesting reading materials for the children I 

understand that some parents are unsure of the 

new levelling system and would like to have this 

information so they can track their child’s 

progress. I am including the coloured bandings 

(left) but would ask parents to also be mindful 

that the system is an intelligent one that will 

adapt ranges depending on the child’s progress. 

We do not want to discourage children from reading other books at 

home that may be of a different level but for the purposes of 

learning comprehension it is important that their reading choices 

match their progress. 

Parents’ workshops 

These, so far, have been well attended and have generated positive 

comments from those who have attended. We have placed the 

slides from each workshop on the Academy website and will 

continue to do so with the other sessions. Parents from the 

sessions have shown an interest in attending a handwriting course. 

I will therefore run a handwriting workshop for parents on 

Wednesday 30th November, 4.00 till 4.30. If you would be 

interested in attending please return the slip below. While we 

cannot have children at the workshop, if parents need child care, 

please inform the Academy and we will see if support can be given. 
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3rd  Halloween Disco  

  Y2/3 3.30-5.45 

  Y4-6 5.00-6.15 

4th  Y4/5 Enrichment Workshop 

7th  Parents’ Evening 

9th  Parents workshops 

  LKS2 Maths 3.30-4.00 

  KS1 Maths 4.00-4.30 

  UKS2 Maths 4.30-5.00 

10th  Parents’ Quiz 

17th  Y3 Parent Enrichment (pm) 

18th  Children in Need “The Big Spotacular” 

21st  Parents’ Evening 

22nd  Y4/5 VE Party 

23rd  Guided reading Workshop 4.00-4.30 

  Writing workshop KS1 5.00-5.30 

24th  Non Uniform Bring a Bottle and Box 

Day 

25th  Drop Down Friday (no parents)—  

  “Road Safety” 

30th  Handwriting workshop 4.00-4.30 

December 2016 

1st  Drop Down Thursday — “Around the  

  World” (no parents) 

2nd  Christmas Fayre — 2.00-4.00pm 

6th  Y2 & Y3 Christmas Performance (am) 

  LF(pm) & Mrs Doxey’s Class Christmas  

  Performance (pm) 

7th  LF(am) & Miss Fletcher’s Class  

  Christmas Performance (am) 

  Y2 & Y3 Christmas Performance (pm) 

8th  Years 4-6 Carol Service 2pm  

  Outwood Church 

9th  LF(am) & Miss Lampett’s Class  

  Christmas Performance (am) 

  Y2 & Y3 Christmas Performance (pm) 

12th  Nursery, Foundation & Y1 Pantomime 

  Y3 Christmas Party (pm) 

13th  Y4 & Y5 Christmas Party 

14th  Christmas Dinner 

  Year 2 Christmas Party (pm) 

15th  Year 6 Christmas Party (pm) 
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Medical issues 

Recent trips and visits have highlighted the fact that, in some cases, our medical 

records for children with allergies and other conditions such as asthma, have 

become out of date due to the child no longer suffering from that condition.  It is 

of vital importance that parents keep us up to date with their child’s medical 

needs. Parents of children who suffer from asthma will receive, from next term, 

a slip informing them when their child has been given their asthma pumps so 

parents can track the usage of medications. 

Due to new legislation we will also need to change slightly our medicine 

administration policy. Medicines must, from next half term, always be sent in to 

the Academy in the bottle provided by the GP. The signing for administration 

consent procedures will not change but we are no longer able to accept 

medication in a syringe. This will of course have implications for parents 

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e 
medication comes home 

with the child for evening 

doses. It is therefore 

necessary for parents to be 

r e sp on si b le  fo r  th e 

collection of medications at 

the end of the school day. 

Staff cannot be responsible 

for getting medicine back to 

the children. 

Robin Wood 

Our Year 6 children have returned, tired but happy, after an exhilarating three 

days at Robin Wood.  They had a great time 

enjoying various outward-bound activities and we 

hope they were 

introduced to 

many things they 

had not had the 

opportunity to try 

before. 

 

 

 

 

Making a Healthy Broth 

Well done to our Year 2 pupils for an entertaining 

and informative morning spent making a healthy 

broth.  Thank you to all parents able to take part. 

Harvest 

Thank you to everyone who 

came to join in our harvest 

festival or who donated food.  

The donations were given to 

St. Catherine’s Food Bank 

who will ensure that it goes 

to those who need it. 

 

Building Work 

Please be aware that due 

to some building work we 

are having done during the 

holidays, there is some 

possibility that Year 1’s 

entry into the school may 

be affected on our return.  

We will try to keep any 

inconvenience to  a 

minimum. 

 We need you… or maybe someone you know! 

We have a vacancy on the Academy Governing Body. We are looking for an individual who has a background 

in Human Resources or Financial Management to support the skill set of a diversely varied group of people 

who work tirelessly to ensure the best outcomes for pupils at Rook’s Nest Academy. This position is for a 

Community Governor and as such would be elected by current governors and not a parent vote. If you have 

these skill sets, or know of someone who does, please contact the Academy office for further details on how 

to apply. Help support the direction of Rook’s Nest Academy. 


