Rook’s Nest Academy
Newsletter
Issue 29— 29th November 2017

Christmas
We are fast approaching the festive season. Everything is in full flow to ensure
the children have a special Christmas time. Santa is already booked to visit the
Academy and performance practices are underway. I hope all our families have
a Merry Christmas and a fantastic start to 2018.
Contact Details
Please could all parents ensure that the Academy has your correct, up-to-date
contact information. If you have moved house, changed mobile phone number
or email address, or no longer use a fixed line phone, please contact the office to
update your records.
Coffee and Craft
Next half-term we are introducing a new venture called “Generation Exchange
Coffee and Craft” in which we are asking Grandparents to come in on certain
dates and enjoy some time with the children. Each session will be on a Friday
from 9.30-10.30 and the dates are as follows:
Jan 12th—Grandparents of Y5 children
Jan 19th– Grandparents of Y3 children
Jan 26th—Grandparents of Y2 children
Feb 2nd—Grandparents of Y1 children
Feb 9th—Grandparents of Reception children
Feb 16th— Grandparents of Y4 children

Christmas Fair
The Christmas Fair this year is on 8th December 2-5pm. Please
could you donate buns/toys/books etc. for our raffle and other
stalls. If you have your own local company/business and are able
to support by donating a raffle prize we would be very grateful.
Parent Feedback Survey
Thank you to everyone who completed the surveys on Parents’ Evening. The
results were very pleasing and the comments highly complementary to our
teaching staff.
99% of parents strongly agreed/agreed that their children were happy, felt safe,
made good progress, were well looked after and were taught well at the school.
100% agreed that they receive valuable information from the school about their
child’s progress.
11% disagreed that their child received appropriate homework for their age. The
staff feel that we have tried to address this but would like to remind parents
about our homework system. First half-term is weekly skills based homework
which will be followed by a topic-based project in the second half-term to apply
the skill practically. Reading is expected to be carried out daily and support with
spelling patterns weekly. We have also introduced Diamond Dash this halfterm with the children. This looks at developing their multiplication knowledge.
In the new year information will be sent to parents and this will begin another
layer of support that you can give to your child’s education.

December 2017
1st
EEP, Y1 & Y2 Circus Skills Day
Christmas Jumper/Non-uniform Bottle and
Box day
5th
Y5 Parents’ Assembly 2.30pm
6th
Y1 to Outwood Church (am)
7th
Y6 Parents’ Assembly 2.30pm
8th
Christmas Fair 2.00-5.00
Christmas Performances
12th
EEP Tiptoe Nativity 9.30—1M &
Nursery am
Y2 & Y3 Prickly Hay 2.15pm
13th
Y2 & Y3 Prickly Hay 10.15am
EEP Tiptoe Nativity 2.30pm—YRC &
Nursery pm
14th
2pm Key Stage 2 Carol Service at
Outwood Church—
15th

Parents to walk up at 1.30pm
EEP Tiptoe Nativity 9.30am—YR/1BS

& Nursery am
Y2 & Y3 Prickly Hay 2.15pm
Y6 First Aid
Christmas Dinner
Choir singing at Outwood Church (be there

12th
14th
17th
by 4pm)
19th
Y3 Christmas Party (pm)
20th
EEP & Y2 Panto
(refreshments will be provided)
21st
Y4 Christmas Party (pm)
22nd Y5 Y6 Christmas Party (am)
22nd Academy breaks up for
Christmas

Please send in crisps/buns/sausage rolls etc.
to be shared at childrens’ Christmas parties.
January 2018
11th
Y2 Conisborough Castle

Rook’s Nest Flyers
Rook’s Nest Flyers will be closed during
the Christmas holidays until January 2nd.

Happy Birthday to Us!
We celebrated 40 years of Rook’s Nest Academy by dressing up in 1970s clothes. We
also had a visit from the Mayor of Wakefield (and had our own Mini-Mayor). The children
spent the day learning about various aspects of the 1970s and took part in different
activities such as making lava-lamps, disco dancing and learning the history of that
decade.

Accelerated Reader
Can we remind parents
that they have the ability
to get email updates when
their child completes an
accelerated reader quiz.
Letters were sent out last
half term but only 14% of
parents have registered
for this. If you would like
to
receive
more
information
please
contact Mr. Williams

Overdue

Poppies
This year we raised £100.42 for the British Legion
by selling poppies.
Children in Need
This year we raised £405.36 for Children in Need.
Thank you for your donations.
Hanukkah
Year 2 have had a visitor that came in to teach
them about Hanukkah and other Jewish traditions.
Thackray
Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a very interesting trip to the
Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds.
Adventure Day

We currently have nearly
200 books that have not
been returned to the library.
Notices have been sent
home with details of these
overdue books.
Please
could parents help their
child to look for the books
and sign and return the slip
if the book is lost.

PE Kits
Please remember to bring PE
kits in on the correct day
(please see timetable).

Years 2-6 have been caving on a bus and doing
archery as part of an activity day.

PE Timetable
Class

PE Day
1M & 3M

Mon

4R & 4C

Tue

2F & 5L

Fri

2M, 3MW & 56H

Thu

F/1BS & 6D

Wed

News from the Governors

We are looking to appoint a new parent governor to our board. Ideally the candidate will have experience
of working within a school or of being a member of a school governing body. If you feel you are interested
in applying for the position please request an application pack on or before Friday 8th December.

