
Coffee and Craft 

Thank you so much to everyone who has attended one of our coffee 

and craft sessions.  We have had a lot of fun and learned a lot about 

different generations working together.  Special thanks go to those 

who have kindly offered to donate their time by coming into the 

school as a volunteer to help with activities such as reading, craft 

and cooking. 

Young Voices 

This year’s Young Voices was, once 

again, a fantastic experience for our Year 

6. Year 6 travelled to Sheffield to attend 

the Young Voices Concert.  It was an 

amazing night where we got to perform 

with an incredible 

5000 other children 

and a host of exciting 

famous faces.   

“ D on ’ t  j us t  d o 

something—sit there!”  

Early education and 

KS1 have been 

enjoying the relaxation 

of yoga instruction.   

Rook’s Nest Academy 

Newsletter 
Issue 30 - 9th February 2018 

February 2018 

12th Representatives of Y6 at Netball 

 competition 

13th  Y4 Egyptian fashion show for parents 

 2.30pm 

15th  Y2 Medieval afternoon (not for parents) 

 Y5 represent Rook’s Nest Academy 

 tag rugby 

16th  Coffee and Crafts grandparents of Y4 

 Children 

 Chinese New Year Dinner 

 Academy Breaks up for half term 

26th  Academy reopens 

March 2018 

1st  World Book Day — Children come 

 dressed as their favourite character 

2nd KS2 Orienteering (in school) 

5th  Parents evening 3.30-5.00pm 

6th  Y1 trip to Nostell Priory 

 Representatives of Y3 in Benchball 

 Competition 

7th  Y3 trip to Tropical World 

 9th KS2 Orienteering  

 (inschool) 

12th  Sponsored Olympic Activity 

  Parents evening  3.30-6.30pm 

13th  Music concert after school 6pm 

14th  Representatives of Year 6  

 in Debating Competition Pontefract 

 Music concert after school 6pm 

Week of 19th Y6 Mock Sats 

23rd KS1 Cricket Taster Session 

26th  Y2 Science & DT Afternoon for 

 parents 

27th  Y4 Joseph Songs Concert (not for 

 parents) 

29th  Drop down Thursday – Easter 

 Technology activities  

 (parents  invited) 

 30th Break up for Easter 

 16th Academy reopens 

 



Global Explorers 

Years 5 and 6 took part in a virtual reality session this term allowing them to explore various 

amazing sights across South America. 

We would love to offer these sessions as a part of other lessons throughout the school but, 

sadly, the cost would be prohibitive.  If any parents have unwanted smartphones tucked away 

in a drawer or work for a company that might be releasing older models of smartphones and 

would be willing to donate some, we would be very grateful to accept them.   

Initially we would only need 8 phones to make this useful in the classroom.  Mr. Williams 

would assist in the complete wiping of any data that exists on the units and would be able to 

advise if the model has a gyroscope and has a large enough screen (required for Google 

Expeditions). 

If you feel you are able to help us please contact the office or Mr Williams 

(williamsm@rooksnestacademy.co.uk) 

Road Safety 

We have been very lucky 

until now to have the 

services of Wakefield 

Council Road Safety to 

come in and teach our 

children how to navigate 

streets safely.  It is a service 

that, sadly, is being 

withdrawn and we would 

like to thank those who 

have come in to help our children with such an important skill. 

Healthy Kebabs! 

Thank you to all the grown ups who joined Nursery, Reception and Year 1 for our 

fruit kebab making session. It was a fantastic turn out. Most of the children ate 

their fruit kebabs for snack before play time. 

The rich man in his castle, The poor man at his gate, 

Year 2 had a great day at Conisborough Castle near Barnsley learning all about Medieval times and what it was like 

to live as a lord or a pauper. 

 News from the Governors 

2018 is off to a flying start and we've just had our first full governor body (FGB) meeting of the spring term on 31st January.  Here we 

welcomed Father Jonathan Bish, who is priest at the Outwood Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene.  Father Jonathan has joined us as a 

Community Trustee and will help to strengthen our links with the local community.  In other moves Mr Yates, who was previously a 
Community Trustee, has been re-appointed as a Parent Trustee. We are now pretty much back up to full strength as a governing body and 

able to provide Rooks Nest Academy with the best support we can.   As a reminder the key roles of each governor can be found on the RNA 

website. 

During the FGB meeting the governors spent time going through some of the pupils mathematics exercise books to review the 

quality/consistency of the marking policy and class teacher feedback.  It's fair to say that we were very impressed with what we saw, and 

particularly in the 'blue pen challenges' which are used to provide extra learning opportunities for the students. 

A number of the governors have been into the school recently on 'Monitoring and Evaluation' visits.  Mr Overton met with Mrs Brooks (the 

Special Needs Co-Ordinator) to review the SEND provision within RNA, Ms Amis-Hughes visited to spend time with the Early Years 
Foundation Stage staff and pupils, and Mr Yates met up with Mr Morrell to discuss ideas to make best use of the Sports Premium Grant.  

These visits provide an invaluable link between the governors and the academy teaching staff and pupils and allow us to better understand 

how our support can be best provided. 

School Starts at 8.45am! 
In spite of repeated messages to parents about the importance of arriving to school on time 

(8.45am) we are still finding that too many children are coming in after 9am.  Learning begins 

immediately at 8.45 and if your child arrives after this time they will miss out on this learning. 

In addition to this, the effects of official late arrival (after 9am) are: 

 The Academy’s attendance is lowered– less than 97% and we cannot achieve an OFSTED 

rating of outstanding no matter how good the teaching is or how amazing our school is. 

 Your child’s class may miss out on rewards for good attendance.  Many classes are repeatedly 

let down by a small minority of late arrivers;  it simply is not fair on everyone else. 

PLEASE contact the Academy if you need any help or support getting your child in to school on time. 


