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Mobile Phones
Mobile phones are only permitted for children in years 4 to 6, who
walk to or from school. They will be collected from class at the start of
the school day and returned to the class at the end of the day. They
are left at the owner’s own risk. Under no circumstances are personal
mobile phones or any other digital device, with the means to record
video, photos or audio, to be kept by the student during school time.
School drop off
Can we request that parents who drop their children off in the
playground in the morning make an effort not to cross the lines of
children going into the class. Please stand back and wait until the
children have entered the school.
Parking
Thank you to parents who have been more mindful of their parking at
school drop off and collection time. There has been a noticeable
difference recently. Can we remind those who collect after 4pm that
the rules may be relaxed but the highway code still applies and
parking in dangerous places or across residential driveways is not
permitted.
Donations
If any parents have unwanted electrical items such as mobile phones
and chargers, electric keyboards, remote control devices, we would
love to accept them as a donation to help the Early Education Phase.
Phones do not require sim cards and we would completely wipe all
devices before use.
Coffee and Craft
Thank you to all grandparents who could come and enjoy our Coffee
and Craft sessions. If you would like to volunteer at the academy but
didn’t give us your details, please contact the academy on 01924
870700

February 2019
14th

15th
25th
26th
27th

Academy breaks up for Half-term
Y4 Egyptian Death Mask Parent
Enrichment 1.30
Hockey Competition a team of Y5
INSET
Academy Reopens
Y4 Walk to Outwood Memorial
Nursery Open Evening 4.00-6.00
(parents of new students next year)

March 2019
4th
7th

Parents Evening 3.30 - 5.30
World Book Day (Dress up)
Dodgeball Competition a team of
Selected Y4
Week Commencing 11th - Science Week
11th
Parents Evening 3.30 - 6.30
12th
Y4 Coal Mining Museum
TBC Selected Representatives
Artsmark Wakefield Event
13th
Y2 & Y3 Stanley Marsh Walk
15th
Red Nose Day - Non-Uniform
with donations
26th
Music Concert 6pm
27th
Music Concerts 2pm & 6pm
Selected children Art Workshop
with Outwood Together
April 2019
2nd
Y4 Afterschool Art Gallery
3rd
5M Assembly 9.30
4th
Spring Ball (details to follow)
5th
5L Assembly 9.30
Academy Breaks up for Easter
23rd
Academy Reopens
May 2019
2nd
INSET Day (due to use as Polling Station)
6th
Bank Holiday

A Message from Father Jonathan
You may wonder what the school governors spend all their time doing. Well, most of us have full time jobs, families and partners, so of
course, a lot of it revolves around that! But we’re also people who are committed to Rook’s Nest Academy, and want to help children thrive.
We’re there to support staff, see how our children learn, join in with school events, listen to parents’ complaints and concerns, and even go
on the occasional school trip.
The governing body includes two committees: Personnel & Resources and Standards & Pupils. I sit on Standards and Pupils, and one of the
suggestions I made early on in my time as vice-chair was that we take one meeting a year for governors to learn more about teaching
techniques and learning in the academy and for staff to talk more informally about what works and what doesn’t. Ms Dawson put together a
really helpful itinerary: we were to look at children’s workbooks to identify their progress, and areas where they may be struggling, and we’d
look around the academy to see what evidence we have of children’s learning and the Academy’s ethos in school.
Have you ever taken the time to have a proper wander around Rook’s Nest Academy? That’s what we did. In every room, you can learn
something about the staff and pupils who are in there learning day by day. In every classroom, you’ll see the school’s values: “Respect,
Believe and Achieve”, sometimes printed off, sometimes decorated by pupils. You can see examples of the children’s work, and other things
to show they’re learning, such as pictures of vipers with instructions on them and other things. Why vipers? Not a sign of a science lesson,
but actually a tool for children’s literacy, to help make learning fun and engaging. So if you see a snake lurking on the walls in school, now
you know why. One of the most creative things we saw on our learning walk was the classroom expectations. In one class, children had
chosen their own rules and expectations with a teacher’s help – a real sign that our children can think for themselves, even though they’re
only young!
So next time you’re in the academy, why not take a look at the walls? You might learn something!

Spring 2 2019 Afterschool Clubs

Day

Club

Led by

Year

Collect

Monday
Monday

Kidnetics
Football

Kidnetics
Frickley

Y5

Reception
Playground

Tuesday

Ukulele

Mr Williams

Y4/5

Reception

Wednesday
Wednesday

Dance
Book Club

External
Mrs McNally/Miss Fletcher

Y2/3/4
Y1/2

Reception
Reception

Friday

Rugby

Mr Morrell

Y4/5/6

Playground

Friday

Choir

Mrs Wilcox & Mrs Dale

KS2

Reception

