
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you are safe and well. These continue to be strange times for all of us.  I want to start by thanking the 
staff who have been working in the Academy, which has meant that we have been able to remain open 
during the last eight weeks including during the holidays and bank holidays, as well as the work they 
continue to do at home.  Staff have been a huge support to the leaders and the families in our community 
and I am grateful for all they do.  I also want to say thank you to parents/carers and children who have been 
so supportive of the Academy and the decisions we have been making and for working so hard at home.  I 
have been very proud of how we have worked together in such difficult circumstances. 
 
As you can imagine, the Academy is now in the process of using the government guidance to conduct our 
own risk assessments in preparation for the opening school in a phased manner, if the scientific advice says 
that it is safe to do so in June. 
 
It is already clear, that even then, school will look and be very different to the norm.  Children attending will 
be in small groups and not with their full class or able to mix with anyone other than the small group they 
have been allocated to; the staff working with your child may not be a teacher, nor the usual member of 
staff which your child has worked with previously.  In addition to this, start times and drop off times will be 
different for different groups to enable parents to observe social distancing.  We have lots of work and 
arrangements to put in place before we are able to confirm further details with you.   
 
What we can confirm so far is that: 

 Children will be in same age groups of no more than 15 children 

 The tables in classrooms will be in rows with spacing between seats 

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will be segregated onto different parts of the playground or staggered 
times 

 Lunch can still be ordered from the Academy kitchen 

 Each group will have their own sanitisation area for handwashing.  Wipes, tissues and sanitiser foam 
will all be available 

 Temperatures will be taken of staff and children entering the Academy 

 No group activities such as assemblies will take place 

 Children will have access to individual equipment (where possible) 
 
I have already had parents/carers who have expressed concerns about their child returning to school while 
the risk if still so high, as well as families who have vulnerable members.  We understand this, so I want to 
reassure you that keeping your child at home remains a viable option for you and your child.  I can confirm 
that no child or parent will be penalised or issued with any fines for non-attendance during the remainder of 
the summer term and the government guidance supports this.  Absences will be recorded as authorised and 
go down as special circumstances, which is what is already happening with our registers.   
 
Despite all our risk assessments and things we are putting in place, the Academy cannot guarantee social 
distancing.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Ms K Dawson 
Headteacher 


