


What Is Social Media?

Social media is websites and applications that are designed to allow
users to create and share information.
They are internet-based forums that can be accessed through computers,
tablets or phones. Social media began as a method of sharing personal
information and content, such as videos and images, publicly or through
private messaging. Businesses have since begun using social media as a
means of reaching out to customers and spreading the word about their
companies.



What Can Social Media Be Used For?

Photo sharing Blogging

Promotions

Video sharing

Social gaming

Virtual world

Reviews

Event planning

Reviews Business 
networking

Keeping up to date 
with news and 
current events



What is Social Media Used For?
Many people use social media as a form of keeping in touch with friends,
to see what they are doing and to stay connected. 33% of people tend to
decide on the form of social media they will be using depending on
which ones their friends are using.

1.3 billion were using WhatsApp and Facebook Messenger.

Pinterest was being used by 200 million people and 
330 million people were using Twitter. 

800 million were using Instagram.

As of the beginning of 2018 there were 2.167 billion people 
using Facebook and 1.5 billion subscribing on YouTube.



Age Restrictions

Age limits have been put on social media by the
creators themselves. However, studies have found
that three quarters of children aged between 10
and 12 have social media accounts.

Must be 
over 13

Social media services such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram have an
age restriction for account holders to be at least 13 years old. However,
of those aged under 13 using social media, 49% of them were using
Facebook and 41% used Instagram.

Studies found that 96% of children aged between 13 and
18 are using multiple social media networks.



Problems with Social Media

Social media opens people, 
especially younger generations, up 
to issues and problems they would 
not normally be facing for many 
years. 

In a study of over 1500 young 
social media users, 4 in 5 said they 
saw or heard online hate messages 
and many said they had personally 
received hate messages online 
within the past 12 months.



Problems with Social Media
Posting messages and images can reveal precise locations, even when
location tagging is switched off, leaving a lot of information to fall into
the wrong hands.

Posting selfies or images opens the user up to cyber bullying. Cyber
bullies can be nasty and crush the confidence of the poster, even if what
they are saying is completely inaccurate. Cyberbullying has seen users
take their own lives due to the severity of the bullying.

Most social media sites ban
inappropriate content. Despite
this, inappropriate or harmful
content which should not be
seen by young audiences often
sneaks through the filters.



Problems with Social Media

Social media is popular as it connects people
from around the world and allows them to
stay in touch with any device. But studies
have found that the more people rely on
social media for communication, the more
their ability to hold a conversation face to
face is impacted.

Social media is designed to keep the user
engaged. The algorithms within its software
targets what it shows to the user to keep
them focused on the social media rather
than on other tasks, lowering productivity
elsewhere.



Problems with Social Media
However what people post on social media
is heavily edited. People will rarely post
stories of mundane things that are
occurring in their lives and will often make
the interesting things seem more
interesting then they are. This can often
make users viewing these stories question
the interesting aspects of their own lives
and this is where depression and jealousy
can begin to surface.

Users of social 
media can lose sight 
of reality. Their 
newsfeeds are filled 
with interesting 
stories and when 
the user is bored, 
they turn to their 
newsfeed for 
entertainment. 



Benefits of Social Media
Social media is a means of coordinating and planning activities,
fundraisers and building awareness of important causes.

Social media has changed 
the way we, as a society, 
communicate. It allows the 
user to make, develop and 
maintain friendships with 
people from anywhere in the 
world. I gives the user the 
ability to be able to contact 
friends, regardless of their 
location, in an instant. 



Benefits of Social Media
Social media also encourages discovery of new things. For example, if a
user had an interest in a topic, they could search that topic and find a
network of people with similar interests who are discussing it, sharing
ideas on it and advancing the knowledge of others. This can allow the
user to broaden their horizons on the world and give them a deeper
appreciation on a range of subjects.



Benefits of Social Media
For business, social media allows them to broaden their clientele and
attract new customers through promotions and giveaways. They are also
able to target their advertisements to an audience who will most likely
be interested in what they are offering.

It allows businesses to connect with
the customer on a more personal
level and be seen as more than a
large corporation.
It gives businesses the opportunity to
anonymously view their competition
and see what they are doing and
what their customers are saying
about them.



Debate Topics

Should social media be banned altogether?

Should the age restrictions on social media be more 
fiercely enforced and monitored or should the age 

restrictions be removed?




