
LO: create a relative clause.

Success Criteria:

• I can use the words who, which, where
and whose to add a clause to my 

sentence.

•The detail I add to my sentence is 
after the noun.

• I can use commas at the start and the 
end of my relative clause.



What is a relative clause?
A relative clause is a type of subordinate clause. A 
relative clause usually adds more detail about the noun 
in the main clause. 
Relative clauses turn our simple sentences into 
complex sentences and up level our writing!

For example, this simple sentence:

The boy walked to school.
Can become a complex sentence by adding the clause:

The boy, who was feeling upset, walked to school.

The main clause could stand alone as a simple sentence, 
but the relative or subordinate clause cannot.



You can add extra information to your sentences, 
by adding extra information in a relative clause.

The man was waiting in a queue.

The man, who was a sailor, was waiting in the 
queue.

What extra information was added to the sentences?
Where was it added?
What punctuation was added and where?

The snarling beast roared with all his might.

The snarling beast, whose breath smelled like 
rotting eggs, roared with all his might.



Mr Gum was a wicked man. He spent his time inventing new 
cunning plans to destroy Lamonic Bibber.

Dr Brian Cox is a astounding scientist. His lectures about 
time , space and the universe fascinate audiences . 

The charity worker met many homeless people . It inspired 
her to set up a soup kitchen .

The vaccine was invented in a university laboratory  . It 
was developed in Oxford .  

Which words can you use to join these 2 simple sentences 
into 1 complex sentence write them down?

who
whose

which
where



Now add more detail to these simple sentences using the 
joining words in the stars. Write your new sentences in your  

books.

1. The building was to be demolished .

2. The gang of thieves were caught by the authorities .

3. Grandma visited New York in the USA.

4. JK Rowling had an interest in magic. It is a common theme in her 

books.

5. Dickens wrote Oliver Twist. It is his most popular novel .

6. Olly Murrs is  extremely popular on television.This has helped to sell 

his music.

7. Can you make 3 extra relative clause sentences?

who
whose which where

Remember to add your detail after the subject. 
Don’t forget punctuation!



Give more information about someone or something using words 
like:

who whose which where

• Example:

• The girl walked into the classroom.

• As the girl, with flaming red hair and freckles on her nose, 
walked into the classroom, where all heads turned to stare at 
her.

• The girl, who was feeling very nervous by now, walked into the 
classroom, although she really felt like bolting out of the door.

• Since this was her first day at her new school, the girl thrust 
back her shoulders confidently and walked into the classroom, 
which by now was packed with children. 


