
LO to understand Active and Passive 
Verbs and use appropriately in my 

writing.



Active Verb

A sentence using the ACTIVE verb is one 
where the subject of the sentence carries 
out the action described by the verb and 
the object of the sentence has the action 
done to it.

The mouse frightened the cat.

Subject Verb Object



Passive Verb

A sentence using the PASSIVE verb is one 
where the subject of the sentence has the 
action described done to it. If the object is 
included in the sentence, it is usually at 
the end with the word by used before it. 

The cat was frightened by the mouse.

object
verb subject

Sometimes the agent can be left out 
completely.

The cat was frightened.



Are these sentences active or passive?

The elephant stood on the snake. ACTIVE

The mouse ran up the clock.

Hamlet was written by William Shakespeare.

ACTIVE

PASSIVE

Susan screamed. ACTIVE

The mouse was eaten by the cat.

Toyota cars are made in Japan.

The new perfects will be chosen on Tuesday. PASSIVE
PASSIVE

PASSIVE



When is the passive verb used?

Sentences with passive verbs are more often used 
in written than in spoken English. It sounds more 
formal and impersonal and so is often used in:

• reports of crimes - He was sentenced to two 
years in jail.

• newspaper reports - The football match was 
cancelled.

• scientific writing – The tripod was moved away 
from the flame.

• announcements - The 13:15 train to York has 
been delayed.

• notices – Customers are asked not to smoke.



In the early hours of Friday morning the rear window 
of the property was forced open. After a search of the 
garden, a crowbar was discovered near to the scene: it 
is currently being dusted for fingerprints. On entry to 
the property, the kitchen was found to be ransacked by 
intruder or intruders unknown.    


