
The Firework-Maker’s 
Daughter

Guided Reading 



Look at these covers of the book. 

What do you think the story is about?

Where is it set? When? 

Who might be the main characters? 



Read from page 1 - page 4, up 
to, “But they both thought 
about them, all the same.”

Monday 22nd February 



Put these 
events in 
the story 
so far in 
order:

Lila declared she wanted to be a 
firework-maker.

As a toddler, Lila would wander around her 
father’s workshop occasionally burning her 
fingers. 

Lalchand said he regrets letting Lila 
learn all about firework-making.

Lila invented her own fireworks..

The answers are on the next slide!



The correct 
order: 

1. As a toddler, Lila would wander around 
her father’s workshop occasionally burning 
her fingers. 

2. Lila invented her own fireworks..

3. Lila declared she wanted to be a 
firework-maker.

4. Lalchand said he regrets letting Lila 
learn all about firework-making.

Did you get them in the right order? 
Try to find the events in the story if not.  



Questions

1. What is the firework-maker’s name?

2. What is his daughter’s name?

3. How many crackle dragons fit on a string?

4. What does Lila call her first firework?

**Why might Lila be horrified at the thought of a husband? 

**Why do the two look at each other as if they were strangers? 

***Why do you think of the author chooses to not tell you exactly where the story is set? 



Read to the top of page 8 – “… 
leaving Chaluk and Lila with the 
elephant.”

Tuesday 23rd February



Match these words to their definitions, use a dictionary if you aren’t sure. Try to find 
the words in the text to help you understand their meaning fully.  

Then write your own short sentence using each word. 

Courtier

Quivering (from the verb to quiver)

Graffiti

Flank

Rickshaw 

the side of an animal between the ribs and 
the hip

to shake slightly; to make a slight movement

a small, light vehicle with two wheels used in 
some Asian countries to carry passengers

drawings or writing on a wall, normally in a 
public place

a person who is part of the court of a king or 
queen

Here is a link to a good online dictionary: click here. 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/


Match these words to their definitions, use a dictionary if you aren’t sure. Try to find 
the words in the text to help you understand their meaning fully.  

Then write your own short sentence using each word. 

Courtier

Quivering (from the verb to quiver)

Graffiti

Flank

Rickshaw 

the side of an animal between the ribs and 
the hip

to shake slightly; to make a slight movement

a small, light vehicle with two wheels used in 
some Asian countries to carry passengers

drawings or writing on a wall, normally in a 
public place

a person who is part of the court of a king or 
queen



Two examples of 
rickshaws. 

Have you ever seen 
something like this 
before?



Questions 

1. Why was the elephant annoyed being written on? 

2. What sort of things were written on the elephant? 

3. How was the white elephant used as a punishment?

4. What is the elephant’s servant’s name?

**How do we know the Elephant Master is upset with Chulak? 

** Why do you think people have written messages on the elephant? 

*** Who do you think is going to be the hero/heroine of the story and why? 



Read from the top of page 8, 
“Hello Hamlet” to the end of 
Chapter 1. 

Wednesday 24th February



Write down 3 sentences to 
summarise what happened in 
the part we just read. 



Choose 1/2 words from 
the part of the story we 
just read to complete a 
word investigation about.

Choose a word you don’t 
know the meaning of, or a 
word that you think you 
know but that you don’t 
use in your writing 
regularly. 

Synonym? A word with the 
same meaning.

Antonym? A word with the 
opposite meaning. 

I’ve completed one here as 
an example for you. 

Idleness (page 
10) 

- the fact of tending to be lazy and 
not work hard

- the fact of not having work or of 
not being in use

Synonyms: laziness, inaction, 
slothfulness, inactivity, inertia.

Antonyms: liveliness, vigor, 
energy 

1. The old man was full of 
idleness, so never kept a 
job longer than 3 weeks. 

2. His idleness was the thing 
that infuriated his mother 
the most. 



Review what we read yesterday.

Thursday 25th February



Write your own comprehension questions.

• Imagine you are going to ask your teacher about the text – so the 
answers to your questions need to be somewhere in the pages we 
just read.

• For example:

• Who is Hamlet the elephant in love with? (page 8) Frangipani the lady 
elephant at the zoo. 

• Write the question, the page where the answer is and the answer 
itself. 

• ** Write some How/Why questions!



Friday 26th February

• Choose a character from Chapter 1: Lila 
or Chulak and draw an illustration of 
them. 

• Label your drawing - use evidence from 
the text in your labels. 

“Your eyebrows are 
scorched!” (page 3)

Lila


