Service/Team Rook’s Nest Academy
☐Adults, Health and Communities
Rook’s Nest Road
☐Corporate Services
Outwood Wakefield
☒Children and Young People
☐Regeneration and Economic Growth
☒Schools
Risk Assessment for
Ref no
COVID-19 Secure - Schools
Directorate

Occupation/activity/task

Location

Rook’s
Academy

September 2021
Date
completed
Nest Review date December 2021

Assessor name(s) Corporate Health & Safety Adviser, Education & Inclusion
SECTION 1
1.1 Risk Matrix
Severity

Likelihood

1
2
3
4
5

1

2

3

4

Very low
Insignificant
injury

Low
Minor injury
Verbal abuse

Moderate
Threatening
behaviour
Serious injury

Severe
Physical abuse
Multiple injuries
Serious injury
requiring hospital
treatment

Extremely unlikely
Remote possibility
Possible occurrence
Will probably occur
Almost certain

1
2
3
4
5

2
4
6
8
10

3
6
9
12
15

4
8
12
16
20

Use of the 5 x 5 risk matrix will provide an overall
risk score of between 1 (very low) and 25 (very
Very severe
severe) which helps to determine the appropriate
Extensive
multiple injuries response based on the following:5

requiring hospital
treatment
Life changing
injuries
Fatality
5
10
15
20
25

Risk score 1 - 3
Risk score 4 - 9
Risk score 10 - 16
Risk score 20 - 25

1.2 Persons/groups at risk
The following are individuals/groups of people who may be at risk from your undertakings. This list is not exhaustive:• Employees
Work Experience
Volunteers
• Apprentices
Contractors/Sub Contractors
Members of the public
• Young People
Pupil(s)

Low risk
Moderate risk
High risk
Very high risk

•

New or Expectant Mothers

Service Users
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SECTION 2
What are the hazards
Identify hazards (relevant to
occupation/ activity/task)

Those at
risk

How they
might be
harmed?

What are you already doing/ your existing control
measures

Risk Rating
Severity x
List existing controls or note where information may be found Likelihood

e.g. sprains,
strains,
lacerations etc.

e.g. standards, safe systems of work etc.

Scores of 10 and
above require
further action. See
section 3
This risk assessment has been developed using the Government guidance documents – Schools COVID-19 operational guidance 17 th August 2021, The
guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, health and safety advice for schools, contingency framework, contingency framework,
when to self-isolate and what to do, COVID-19 symptoms, use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, use of PPE in education, childcare and
children’s social care settings, use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, school attendance guidance, government travel advice, remote
education temporary continuity direction, remote education temporary continuity direction, guidance on protecting people who are CEV from COVID-19, providing school
meals during the COVID-19 pandemic.
It is for each school to use this over-arching assessment as a basis to develop a COVID-19 Secure risk assessment for their school.

1

Good hygiene for
everyone

Staff,
pupils and
visitors

Hand hygiene
Frequent and thorough hand cleaning will now be regular
practice. We will continue to ensure that pupils clean their
hands regularly. This can be done with soap and water or
hand sanitiser.
Respiratory hygiene
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very
important.

Severity 3
Likelihood 2 = 6
Moderate Risk

Children will still
be encourages to
was hands after
arrival to school
and after outside
breaks.

Use of personal protective equipment (PPE)
Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they
would normally need for their work. The guidance on the use
of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care
settings provides more information on the use of PPE for
COVID-19.

Hand Sanitizers
and Spray widely
available
throughout
academy.
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2

Maintain appropriate
cleaning regimes, using
standard products such as
detergents

School will put in place and maintain an appropriate cleaning
schedule. This will include cleaning of areas and equipment
prior to lunchtimes and at the end of the school day with a
particular focus on frequently touched surfaces.
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Severity 3
Likelihood 3 = 9
Moderate Risk

3

Keep occupied spaces well
ventilated

It is important to ensure school is well ventilated and that a
comfortable teaching environment is maintained.

Severity 3
Likelihood 3 = 9

School will identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of the
risk assessment and take steps to improve fresh air flow in
these areas, giving particular consideration when holding
events where visitors such as parents are on site, for example,
school plays.

Moderate Risk

Opening external windows will improve natural ventilation, and
in addition, opening internal doors will also assist with creating
a throughput of air. If necessary, external opening doors may
also be used (if they are not fire doors and where safe to do
so).

4

Follow public health
advice on testing,
selfisolation and managing
confirmed cases of
COVID-19

School will balance the need for increased ventilation while
maintaining a comfortable temperature. Children will not be
seated next to open windows during colder months.
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has
a positive test
Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health
advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. They should not
come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive
test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due
to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they
are required to quarantine).
If anyone in our school develops COVID-19 symptoms,
however mild, they will be sent home and they should follow
public health advice.

Wherever
activities to be
held outside such
as Autumn Fair
Ventilation if
indoor.

Severity 3
Likelihood 3 = 9
Moderate Risk

Use of isolation
room with
symptoms of
Covid
parents
contacted child to
be taken home
ASP
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For everyone with symptoms, they should avoid using public
transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a member of
their family or household.
If a pupil is awaiting collection, they will be left in a room on
their own if possible and safe to do so. A window will be
opened for fresh air ventilation if possible. Appropriate PPE will
also be used if close contact is necessary. Further information
on this can be found in the use of PPE in education, childcare
and children’s social care settings guidance. Any rooms they
use will be cleaned after they have left.
The household should follow the PHE stay at home guidance
for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus
(COVID-19) infection. Individuals who are fully vaccinated,
below the ages of 18 years and 6 month, taking part in a
COVID-19 vaccine trial or are not able to get vaccinated for
medical reasons are not required to isolate unless they
develop symptoms or receive a positive test result.
Asymptomatic testing
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission
of infection within schools. Staff are encouraged to continue
twice weekly LFD testing.
Confirmatory PCR tests
Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should selfisolate in line with the stay at home guidance for households
with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.
They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have
COVID-19. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual
should continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is taken within 2
days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it
overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to
school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19
symptoms.
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Other considerations
All clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) children and young
people should attend their education setting unless they are
one of the very small number of children and young people
under paediatric or other specialist care who have been
advised by their clinician or other specialist not to attend.

5

6

Admitting children into
school

Attendance

Case by case basis –
Pastoral team and
inclusion manager to
be part

Pupil with symptoms should not attend the school, given the
potential risk to others.

Severity 2
Likelihood 2 = 4

If a parent or carer insists on a pupil attending your school,
school can take the decision to refuse the pupil if, in our
reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils
and staff from possible infection with COVID-19. The decision
will be made at the Head teacher’s discretion and would need
to be carefully considered in light of all the circumstances and
current public health advice.
School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory
school age and it is a priority to ensure that as many children
as possible regularly attend school.

Moderate Risk

Severity 1
Likelihood 5 = 5
Moderate Risk

7

Travel and quarantine

Where a child is required to self-isolate or quarantine because
of COVID-19 in accordance with relevant legislation or
guidance published by PHE or the DHSC they will be recorded
as code X (not attending in circumstances related to
coronavirus). Where they are unable to attend because they
have a confirmed case of COVID-19 they will be recorded as
code I (illness).
Parents travelling abroad should bear in mind the impact on
their child’s education which may result from any requirement
to quarantine or isolate upon return.

Severity 2
Likelihood 2 = 4
Moderate Risk
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8

Remote education

Not all people with COVID-19 have symptoms. Where
appropriate, school will support those who need to self-isolate
because they have tested positive to work or learn from home
if they are well enough to do so.

Severity 1
Likelihood 5 = 5
Moderate Risk

The Academy will endeavour to maintain a capacity to deliver
high-quality remote education for the next academic year.
The remote education provided will be equivalent in length to
the core teaching pupils would receive in school.

9

Education recovery

School will work collaboratively with families and put in place
reasonable adjustments so that pupils with special educational
needs and disabilities (SEND) can successfully access remote
education.
School will continue to use a number of programmes and
activities to support pupils to make up education missed as a
result of the pandemic.
See programme of interventions

10

Pupil wellbeing and
support

Severity 1
Likelihood 5 = 5
Moderate Risk
Academy has a very
comprehensive
intervention
package during
Autumn term and
beyond

Severity 1
Some pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in
Likelihood 5 = 5
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, such as anxiety, stress
or low mood. School will continue to monitor and support these
pupils and signpost to other agency support, if required.
Moderate Risk
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11

School workforce

School leaders are best placed to determine the workforce
required to meet the needs of their pupils.

Severity 2
Likelihood 3 = 6

Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) people are advised, as a
minimum, to follow the same guidance as everyone else. It is
important that everyone adheres to this guidance, but CEV
people may wish to think particularly carefully about the
additional precautions they can continue to take.

Moderate Risk

Social distancing measures have now ended in the workplace
and it is no longer necessary for the government to instruct
people to work from home. School will be able to explain the
measures they have in place to keep CEV staff safe at work.
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has published
guidance on protecting vulnerable workers, including advice for
employers and employees on how to talk about reducing risks
in the workplace.

Management will
consider on a
case by case
basis.
A number of
strategies are
used to alleviate
anxiety and
stress

The Academy will encourage vaccine take up and will enable
staff who are eligible for a vaccination to attend booked
vaccine appointments where possible even during term time.
12

School meals

The Academy will continue to provide free school meal support Severity 1
Likelihood 5 = 5
to any pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school
meals and who are learning at home during term time.
Moderate Risk

13

Educational visits

The Academy will undertake full and thorough risk
assessments in relation to all educational visits and ensure
that any public health advice, such as hygiene and ventilation
requirements, is included as part of that risk assessment.

Severity 2
Likelihood 3 = 6
Moderate Risk
The has a Full
timetable of
school visits
including
residential visits
planned –
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INTEGRIS system
shows Covid
measures form
visit centres and
bus companies
14

Mixing and bubbles

Bubbles will not need to be used in school from the autumn
term.

Severity 2
Likelihood 3 = 6

As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means
that assemblies can resume, and we no longer need to make
alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch.

Moderate Risk

The Academyl will make sure our contingency plans
(sometimes called outbreak management plans) cover the
possibility that in some local areas it may become necessary to
reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period, to reduce mixing
between groups.

15

Face coverings

Any decision to recommend the reintroduction of ‘bubbles’
would not be taken lightly and would need to take account of
the detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of
education.
Face coverings are no longer advised for staff and visitors
either in classrooms or in communal areas. Although is staff
wish to continue with this practise that will be their own choice.

Severity 2
Likelihood 3 = 6
Moderate Risk

The government has removed the requirement to wear face
coverings in law but expects and recommends that they are
worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come
into contact with people you don’t normally meet. This includes
public transport and dedicated transport to school.
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In circumstances where face coverings are recommended
If we have a substantial increase in the number of positive
cases in our school, a director of public health might advise us
that face coverings should temporarily be worn in communal
areas or classrooms (by staff and visitors, unless exempt). We
will make sure contingency plans cover this possibility.

16

Stepping measures up and
down

In these circumstances, transparent face coverings, which may
assist communication with someone who relies on lip reading,
clear sound or facial expression to communicate, can also be
worn. Transparent face coverings may be effective in reducing
the spread of COVID-19. However, the evidence to support
this is currently very limited. Face coverings (whether
transparent or cloth) should fit securely around the face to
cover the nose and mouth and be made with a breathable
material capable of filtering airborne particles.
In the eventuality of a localised surge in COVID-19 cases or a Severity 2
Likelihood 3 = 6
school outbreak, leaders will reintroduce the wearing of face
coverings, social distancing of staff where possible and a
possible reintroduction of the ‘bubble’ system.
Moderate Risk
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SECTION 3
3.1 Action Plan
Where the risk rating score is 10 or above (high/very high risk) the risk must be reduced/managed to a risk score of 9 or below (moderate/low) risk. Risks
must always be managed to as low as reasonably practicable. For risks not adequately controlled, detail further action needed.
Ref No
If further action is required, detail what action is required
By Whom
By When
Completed
(sign)
Outbreak Management plan

SECTION 4
4.1 Risk Assessment Acceptance
Acceptance by Responsible Manager/s (print name & signed):

Date:

Staff briefed on Risk Assessment & Safe System of Work (print name & signed)
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Date:
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Terms/definitions/clarifications etc.
Hand
Attached at appendix 1 below https://www.who.int/gpsc/clean_hands_protection/en
i
washing
protocol
ii

Respiratory This means covering your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you c
hygiene
Then dispose of the used tissue immediately.
protocol
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus2019/advice-for-publi

iii

Momentary Relates to ad hoc interventions that may create proximity to bodily fluid – e.g. a drive
contact
seatbelt onto a client.

iv

Sessional
use

v

Prolonged / Is defined as a role which is personally supporting the client to bathe, wash, and feed
Intimate
may be close proximity to bodily fluids.
care

Surgical facemask can be used multiple times and need not be disposed of until wet,
uncomfortable.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novelcoronavirus-infection-pr
control/covid-19-personalprotective-equipment-ppe#section-6

vi

Donning
Refers to the correct method by which PPE should be put on and taken off. Guidance
and doffing https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personalprotective-equipme
aerosol-generating-procedures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GncQ_ed-9w

vii

Disposal of PPE should be bagged and disposed of in a lidded bin followed by close adherence to
PPE
protocol.

viii Single use
ix

Refers to disposal of PPE after each client interaction.

PHE Covid- https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novelcoronavirus-infection-pr
19
andcontrol?utm_source=7c916e5e-b965-44d0IPC
a304cf38d248abba&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_c
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